On Mayday Flow In 



Shortly after 7:30 on the 
morning of May 3, a yoimg 
teaching assistant enroute 
to work stepped off a hns 
near Dupont Circle. She was 
arrested, she said, by a po- 
liceman who mistook her for 
an antiwar demonstrator. 

When she explained that 
she was on her way to work, 
the policeman said, “You 
can’t tell one from the 
other.” She was in custody 
more than 24 hours. 

Not far away, a lawyer on 
the way to his office ob- 
served a police lieutenant. 
“Get the one in the Navy 
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pea jacket, get the one in fa- 
tigues,” the lawyer remem- 
bers the lieutenant ordering 
his men. 

Asked why certain indi- 
viduals were being singled 
out for arrest, the lieutenant 
answered, “Personal judg- 
ment, sir,” according to the 
lawyer. 

Earlier at the department 
of State, an Arlington resi- 
dent was at his desk at 5 
a.m. in accordance with 
directives from his super- 
iors. His two sons are stu- 
dents at George Washington 
University who usually ride 
in with him, he said. But be- 
cause he had to be at work 
so early on May 3, his two 
sons 4rove into town later 
by themselves. 

Both were arrested as 
they walked to class after 
parking their car. 

“To protect my pight to 
get to work, my two sons 
are denied their right to at- 
tend university classes, ap- 
prehended without cause 
and held incommunicado 
under woefully inadequate 
conditions,” the man said 
later. 

These accounts are taken 
from hundreds of affidavits, 
letters and formal state- 
ments from participants, 
witnesses and bystanders to 
the Mayday protest events 
of May 3, 4 and 5 in which 
more than 12,000 were ar- 
rested. 

The documents are being 
collected by the American 
Civil Liberties Union and 
were made available on the 
condition that names be 
withheld. 

The Civil Liberties Umon 
I has been soliciting the affi- 
I davits in paid advertise- 
ments in The Washington 
Post and other publications. 

Many of the approxi- 
mately 400 statements and 
affidavits received so f^ 
came from persons who said 
they actually participated or 
planned to participate in 
traffic blocking or other 
protest activities during the 
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three days of Mayday. But 
almost all said they were 
not, in fact, doing anything 
illegal when arrested. 

StUl others insisted they 
were innocent bystanders 
unjustly swept up by police 
during the mass arrests. 

More than a month after 
Mayday, public debate over 
the police tactics is still rag- 
ing: On Thursday, Deputy 
Attorney General Richard 
G. Kleindienst characterized 
the protest as a “vicious, 
wanton mob attack.” He said 
there “were probably a few 
lawful arrests of persons 
who turned out to be inno- 
cent, but these are certainly 
the exceptions.” 

Generally, police and Jus- 
tice Department spokesmen 
have defended the mass ar- 
rest tactics as the best way 
of coping with an avowed ef- 
fort to “close the govern- 
ment” by blocking traffic 
into Washington. , 

In rebuttal, Ralph Temple 
of the CivR Liberties Union 
contends the tactics were il- 
legal and accuses officials of 
employing a doctrine of 
“preventive arrests.” 

Patrick V. Murphy, for- 
mer director of public saftey 
in Washington who is police 
commissioner of New York 
City, also criticized the ar- 
rest procedures. 

He characterized the pro- 
tests as “large numbers of 
people who were making a 
public display of free 
speech,” and he said that in 



such situations mass arrest 
tactics are not justified. 

One of those arrested May j 



3 was a ,56-year-oJd woman 
who was taken into custody 
about 8:15 a.m. near 20th 
and P Streets NW, while 
walking to work, according 
to her sworn affidavit. 

“As I was approaching an 
attractive young couple who 
were handing out leaflets to 
pesons walking to work, 
they were suddenly arrested 
by a young policeman,” the 
woman said. 

“I was really stunned; 
walked along behind them 
for a short way really una- 
ble to believe what I had 
seen. Finally some little 
voice inside me made me do 
something, so I walked up 
alongside the trio and said 
very quietly, ‘Surely, you 
aren’t arresting people for 
handing oiit leaflets?’ The 
policeman said, ‘Do you 
want to get arrested too?’ 

“It was sort of like a bad 
dream. I moved along the 
sidewalk continuing toward 
my office and the poUceman 
yelled at me, ‘I asked you a 
question. You answer when 
a poUceman speaks to you!’ 
PulUng the others with him, 
hi caught up to me and 
grabbed my by , the shoulder 
and said, ‘All right, you too.. 
Let’s go.’ ” 

According to the woman’s 

affidvait, she was held at 
D.C, jail’s exercise yard and 
later at the; poUce station-, , 
house at 4135 Banning Rd. 
NE. She was released at 3:30 
1 a.m. the following day after i 
■ posting $10 coUateral on a i 
disorderly conduct charge. ; 

IVhen she was released, ■ ; 
the woman said in the affi- | 
davit, she was not permitted j 
to use a telephone to call a ! 
taxi. When she asked a po- 
liceman how she was to get 
home, he answered, “That’s 
your problem, not mine,” 
she said. ■ ; . , , 

“I stood out on the side- 
walk . and, shaking from 
head to foot, began to weep, 

I had been told I could not 
wait inside the stationhouse , 
and to go outside. But I 
went, back inside and said 
simply that 1 was unable to 
stand outside, and stood in a 
corner with my back to the 
room weeping. A kind young 
woman eventually, foupd me 







a ride home with a lawyer 
who had come to give his 
law partner a ride home. I 
got home about 4:30 a.m.” ' 

The State Department of- 
ficial from Arlington wrote 
that he began to suspect his 
two sons had been arrested 
when they failed to come 
home for dinner that night. 

But despite repeated calls 
to police, he was unable to -; 
locate them until 2:20 a.m. I 
when one called from a 
phone booth outside the Col- 
iseum. i 

Between them, the broth- 
ers had raised enough 
money to post $10 collateral 
for one. ; 

When the father arrived 
at the Coliseum with the 
money for -his second son’s , 
release, a policeman on duty 



refused to let him inside, he 
said. ; . 

. The father; said he, argued.- 
with ibe policeman who 
promptly . threatened him 
■vrith arrest .“M he kept . 
shoving and hauling me for- 
ward, he . yelled be would 
lock me up for trespassing ; 
and: resisting arrest” the 
man said. 

Jinally, an inspector inter- 
vened and dissuaded the of- 
ficer from making the ar- 
rest,' the man said. He found 
the .second son, posted col- 
I'lateral ' and ' arrived home 
just as his alarm: clock was ' 
going off in time for him to 
& at work May 4 at 5 a.m; : 

The affadavits and state- 
ments also contain several 
complaints of clubbings and 
beatings by policemen. 



“ * ,'A 3Q-year-old man from 
■ Pennsylvania wrote that his 
kneecap was shattered when 
he wae clubbed by a police- 
man shortly after 6 a.m. on 
the Miashington Monument ' 
grounds. . . 

He wrote that officers 
“knocked me to the, ground 
while: they pounded my 
-hands and legs screaming 
that the time had come for 
them to kiU me.” 

“They demanded that I 
should get up, or die.” 

The man, who says his leg 
is now in a cast, said the of- 
• ficers left him on the Monu- 
ment Grounds and did not 
arrest him when they found ; 
he was unable to walk. He 
was aided by friends. 

A member of the D.C. Na- 



tional Guard bn, duty k Du- 
pont Circle early ‘ on the , 
morning of 'May - 3 wrote.-; 
that he saw a policeman., 
bash a demonstrator’s head , 
“against one of the park,. 

benches.” -,r 

Then, according : to the 
guardsman, another ...officer j 
held the demohslirator while' 

. “the^first officer beat; him.' 
physically.” . . 

Nor were all complaints 
confined to events -that oc- , 
-curred- on May 3. , Several 
persons arrested while sit- 
ting in the street at , the Jus- 
tice Department on - May 4 
• and on the Capitol steps on 
,-May .5, complained they did 
not hear police warnings to ' 
leave or face arrest.;.- -j;, 

One complaint came from 



a -bS-year-oid federal em- 
ployee who ■ said he took a 
. day =of-annual, leave May 5 
.. .to join a.rally. -of federal em- 
plpyees’ against the war that 
■day in Lafayette Earki 
-.■•After-r the., .rally, ..the man 
said, ,'f 'Hhe i participants 
marched— with -a police es- 
:-...^orit— to The ' Old Senate Of- 

‘ ■"fibk'' Building .^^w^ they 

! had planned to visit sena- 
tors. ■ 

' '. But: the - entrances to the 
building were blocked. by 
■■police. As ibe'group of about 
100 'waited in a park at Con- 
stitution and Delaware Ave- 
nues, the than "said, police 
• ; - moved in and small knots of 
■participants ' became sur- 
rounded. ■ . 




